[Evaluation of posttraumatic hand impairment].
Long-term follow-up was performed in 1071 patients treated due to hand injuries. Those patients consisted 83.22% of patients treated because of hand injuries from 1987 to 2001 in the 2nd Department of Surgery in Cracow. Objective assessment of posttraumatic hand impairment function was evaluated on the basis of Swansons examination protocol and protocol of identification of persistent posttraumatic hand impairment. A statistically significant correlation in evaluation of hand disability of Swansons examination protocol and protocol of identify persistent posttraumatic hand impairment was found. The protocol of Ministry of Health is a simple and useful method for elevation of the level of hand impairment in epidemiological examination of large populations.